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I  have  the  honour  to  uutnit  the  to’ual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  1948, 

I  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  J.E.  Dickson,  M.B,, 

B.S.(Lond)  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  until  his  death  in  December  1943, 
He  became  ill  in  September  1947,  but  resumed  duties  in  June  1948.  He  was 
however  still  very  ill  and  against  his  will  had  to  cease  vrork  once  more  in 
/August  1940.  He  became  gradually  v'orse  and  died  in  December  1948.  His 
death  at  an  early  age  was  a  severe  blow,  and  the  Council  and  community  lost 
a  conscientious  and  able  officer,  a  gentleman  whose  kindly  guidance  and 
advice  was  ever  available  to  those  mlio  ^icught  it. 


I  should  like  to  express  ny  thanks  to  Mw.  H.  Stutchbury,  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  and  his  staff,  and  also  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  C.B.  Borthwick 
and  his  staff,  for  the  help  they  hove  given  me  in  preparing  this  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servc--mt, 


Council  Offices,  J*  F.  O’NEILL 

WELWYN, 

Herts.  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1.  STATISTICS 


Rateable  value  at  December  51st,  1948.  £36,018 

Inhabited  houses  at  December  51st,  1948.  1,499 

The  population  figure  supplied  hy  the  Registrar  General  was  5,240 
Statistics  have  been  calculated  with  this  figure. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  deaths  from  a 

11  causes 

20 

26 

46 

Number  of  live  births. 

Legitimate . 

47 

45 

92 

Illegitimate. 

3 

3 

Number  of  still  births. 

Legitimate . 

— 

- 

Illegitimate . 

— 

Number  of  deaths  of 

Legitiimate . 

1 

- 

1 

infants  under  one  year. 

Illegitimate. 

— 

•• 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  po.puletj.on. 

18.15 

18.83 

15.74 

14.60 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

- 

20.83 

49.58 

41.09 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  populrition. 

8.96 

10.81 

12.88 

8.56 

Death  rate  of  edl  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births. 

10.87 

43.33 

94.59 

15.15 

Death  rate  of  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births. 

Death  rate  for  all  infants  imder  one  year  for  England  and  Wales  is  54. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year;- 

Scarlet  Fever  4  Tuberculosis  1 

Measles  16  Whooping  Cough  4 

Pneumonia  1 


3.  DIPHTHERIA  BMISATION. 

During  the  period  1st  January  -  5th  July  1943,  27  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  and  12  children  over  five  years  of  age  were  immunised. 

79  children  received  a  reinforcing  injection  during  this  period. 

4.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Male 

P.ilm.  N/Pulm. 

On  the  register  at  51st  December,  1947.  11  4 

Removals  from  register  during  the  year. 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year. 

Cases  on  the  register  at  Slst  December  1948.  11  4 


Female 

PmIuti.  N/Pulm. 
3  8 

1  1 

1 

8  7 


Total  number  of  cases  50. 


6.  Wft.TER  SUPPT.Y. 

(s-)  Public  Su'DDly. 

small  dose  of  chlorine  has  been  continouslv  annlied  to  all 
public  water  supplies  throurhout  the  year.  ” 

Samples  taken  from  the  various  storages  in  turn  have  been  submitt rd 
monthly  for  analysis  and  /or  bacteriological  ei'amin'^tinn 

been  consistently  satisfactory.  txamin.tion .  The  reports  have 

S1.1  E.TSg’.."'*?'  ..d.d 

(i)  From  ‘Tel^^yn  Garden  City  Waterworks  1  cn?  nnn 

(including  569,519  gallons  per  ?/eek  supplied  in  bulk 'to  Hertford  R?D.C. 

(ii)  From  Welwyn  Waterworks  c^cc:or^ 

215,590  gallons 

(ill)  Total  from  the  tT'o  sources  consumed  In  iVeloyn  R.D  .,448,071  Gallons 
(b)  Private  Sunrlies. 

^  The  Parish  of  Ayot  vSt.  Lai^Tence  remains,  as  before,  denendent  uvon 
private  supplies.  The  Council  still  have  the  question  of  provSing^ 

piped  .supply  for  the  Parish  -u.ner  consideration  and  ConsultLc  E^iLers  arc 
now  preparing  a  detailed  scheme.  xhn^^ineers  are 

6 .  DRAINAGE,  SE^IERAGE  and  CEWAGF  nigPOSAL. 

No  material  alteration  In  the  conditions  prevailing  throughout  the 
District  has  occurred  during  the  year.  “  ^  ^t  the 

The  number  of  cesspools  or  se'^eage  tanks  emptied  by  the  Council's 

Cesspool  Emptier  during  the  year  w.as  549  (710  loads  -  averawe  1.29  loads 
per  emptying; .  -Luaut. 


In ^addition  the  sewage  tank  at  Oaklands  for  which  the  Coimcil  is 
responsible  was  emptied  96  times  (40o-i-  loads  -  average  5.06  loads  ner 
eraptyins),  and  In  addition  the  undermentioned  Council  properties  were  emptied;. 
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6. 


^Continued) 


Codicote  Ror.d  Lift 
Council  Offices  (Sewage  Tank) 
aieirryn  Sewage  Pumping  Station 
^  ^  (Screening  Chamber) ^ 

''"oolmer  Green  Sewage  Pumping  Station 

(Screening  Chamber) 
Burnham  Green  Cottages  (Sewage  Tank) 
Station  Road  Cottages  (Seware  Tank) 
Danesbury  Camp  (Sewage  Tanic) 

Digswell  Camp  (Sewage  Tank) 


3  times 
1 


10  loads 
2  ” 


45 

5 

5 

1 

4 


»i 


ii’ 


II 


44i 


1 

7 


II 


It 


11 


..e  average  daia.  ’ 

The  lowest  daily  fio*  was  131,000  gallons  on 

there  was  no  ram.  ,  rainfall  of  0.55  inches  following  a 

51st  December,  on  wh  ch  day  there  was  a  raintall 

fall  of  0.57  inches  cn  the  previous  day. 


7,  R4INFA.LL. 

The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  %lwyn  Sewage  Disposal  -orks  during  the 
year  was  25.757  inches. 

The  average  annua.l  rainfall  for  the  five  years  1944  -  48  was  23.753  inches, 

^.iring  there  was  a^meas^aue^fan 

wl.Sh.05  inches  of  rain,  and  the  driest  month  was  March 
with  0.82  inches  of  rain. 

8,  WOTTSE  REFITGE  &  SALV^OF,  COLLECTION 

Separate  house  to  house  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  end  salvage  was 

carried' out  by  direct  labour  throughout  the  year. 

n  T  tm-p-inna  tvDGS  which  was  sold  durin*;;,  the  year 

The  quantity  5  t^s  17  lbs,  and  the  payment 

ended  51st  March  1949  was  63  tons  lb  cwt..  0  qers  x 

received  for  this  was  £590.  5.  11. 

The  grand  total  of  salvag  disposed  of  s^^^^ 

salvage  was  started  in  ^^oh  1940  is  9/1  ton 
and  this  has  been  sold  for  £3,496.  18.  b. 


/ 
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9.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  and  VISITS  FOK  >SPECIA.L  FURPOvSES, 

Premises  visited.  68 
Number  of  visits  153 


The  purpose  of  these  visits  was  as  follows 


Housin,?:  Defects 


Premises 

14 


Nuisances  -  Cesspools  14 

Drains  3 

Overcrowding  1 

•  Insanitary  Premises  6 

Smoke  1 


Floodin/T 
Restaurconts 
Food  Poisoning:  • 

Swimmina:  Pool 

Miscellaneous 

Disinfection  followin.a  infectious  disease 

Food 

Milk  &  Dairies 


1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

6 

10 


68 


The  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever  -  4 


10.  MOVEABLE  PmLINGS  -  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Section  269. 

Five  licences  to  station  caravans  on  various  sites  were  issued  during;  the 
year.  It  is  the  Council’s  custom  to  issue  such  licences  for  twelve  months 
at  a  time  only. 


11.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  &c. 

No  new  cases  came  under  notice  during  the  year. 


12.  ,  HOUSING 

(i)  New  Houses.  Five  new  houses  (includin^^  2  renovations  of  unfit 
houses)  Y/ere  completed  by  private  enterprise  and  twenty  nine  by  the  Council, 
making  a  total  of  thirty-four  during  the  year. 


/ 
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12.  HOUSING  (Continued) 


(ii)  Housin;:'  conditions  r-:cnerr..lly.  During  the  year,  seventeen  of 
the  houses  at  Broadficld  Road,  V'oolmer  Green  T/^ere  occupied.  A  contract 
for  the  erection  of  the  first  instalment  of  t^'enty  houses  on  Ha?'hush  Common 
Estate  (Messrs.  G.W.  Blo?^  &  Sons)  7/as  made  and  7rorh  commenced  in  October. 


(iii)  Houses  for  A.oricu] turod.  Workers.  T-'-elve  Airey  Houses  7/ere  erected, 
and  occupied  by  Agricuivural  iiomrineted  by  local  farmers  o.urln.p  the 

year.  (Wolvyn  -  Ha^’-bush  Common,  4  pairs,  Ayot  St.  Lav/rence  -  Hill  Farm, 
one  pair,  and  Ayot  Farm,  one  pair). 


(iv)  Erection  of  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise.  During  the  year,  owing 

to  Government  decision  that  the  issue  of  licences  must  be  limited  to  20^ 
of  the  total  of  houses  alloco.ted  to  the  district,  it  Fas  only  possible  for  the 
Council  to  issue  licences  for  the  erection  of  four  houses  by  private 
enterprise.  Tb.ere  remain  appro.ximately  30  applicants  for  licences  on  the 
Council’s  waiting  list. 

(v)  Requisitioned  Property.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council 
held  seven  d^/ellings  under  requisition  and  t7/elve  separate  families  and/or 
single  persons  living  alone,  were  housed  in  these. 

t 

(vi)  Squatters .  The  repair  and  improvement  of  huts  at  Danesbuiy  and 
Digswell  was  completed  and  provided  accommodation  for  tv/enty-six  separate 
families  at  Danesbury  and  six  sepa  rate  families  at  Digswell. 


13.  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1938. 


Food  as  detailed  below  ws.c  inspected  and  certified  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  either  destroyed,  disposed  of  as  pig  food  or  returned  to  the 
suppliers  for  salvage,  Cfcrbificai.es  were  issued  in  all  cases  to  the  persons 
by  whom  the  food  wa.s  held  at  the  time  of  inspe(jtinn,  in  accordance  7/ith  the 
emergency  arrangements  agreed  vrith  the  Mfiiistry  of  Food  and  Ministry  of  Health. 


( i )  Food  in  ti.ns  or  other  contai.n ops . 


Description 


No.  containers 


Meat  337 
Vegetable  misc.  6 
Fish  misc.  1 
Milk  9 
Fruit  misc.  4 
Soup  _ 2 


359 


^Yeight 


lbs . 


265.  2/16 

10 

1 


2  cwt.  55  lbs 


(ii)  Loose  foods. 

Fish  84  lbs. 

Fruit  9  ” 

Beef  157  ”  Total:  2  cwts.  6  lbs. 


Total  weiaht  of  all  foods  condemned  t 


4  cwts. 


61  lbs. 


